folojed L, A|257 A15(2008), 61-81

gzt 2dste] Aol

Lee, Young-Ok. 2008. Differences between Korean and English in Personification.
Linguistic Research 25(1), 61-81. This paper compares Korean and English expressions
where personification is used for description of an entity without human characteristics
in reality. Personification is a major mode of figurative expression widely used in human
languages, but the specific source and target domains for personification varies from
language to language as personification is closely related to cultural background of each
language. Korean, with collectivistic and high context culture, and English, with in-
dividualistic and low context culture, have unique linguistic features, not shared with
the other language, adopted in almost every aspect of language, thus making it difficult
for language learners of either language to master the other language. Personification
is one example of such differences that reflect the basic cultural peculiarities as well
as syntactic ones. Hopefully, this study will help learners of either language more easily
learn the language through understanding the basic cultural differences. (Kyung Hee
University)

Keywords personification, cultural differences, figurative usage, source domain, target
domain, collectivism, individualism, high context, low context
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(1) a. The announcement prodded us into action.

b. He opened the door and forced the man out of the car.

c. He elbowed his way to the front of the crowd.

d. He trudged through deep snow to the village.
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(3) a. Mr. Sago is a conservative dresser.
b. My neighbor’s daughter is a prompt payer of bills.
c. As I became an avid reader, so I also began to have dreams of going to
college.

d. It sounds as if Dudley is a mighty restless sleeper.
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(4) a. It was a lung killer, climbing uphill in deep snow for 45 minutes to 13,000 feet.
b. She mentioned that she was a beekeeper’s daughter. “It’s a great conversation
starter,” she says.
c. I never thought the car dealers rip off their customers. Thanks for the
eye-opener.
d. I think my friend and I were bawling when we saw that movie, what a

tearjerker.
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c. After 35 years as king of the art jungle, Leo Castelii may be nearing the end
of his reign.
d. Professor Henderson steps forward him, trying to adjust the microphone on his
lapel, and Taft remains still, like a crocodile having his teeth cleaned by a
bird. This is the giant at the top of Paul’s beanstalk.

1) Ricoeur (1975: 67) & %. e A9 x84 Fontanier? &G0 tfjat A& A7)st 9.
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(6) a. 1Y+ 7haA Y Alddetolt).
b. It’s David versus Goliath, but that sling-shot is getting pretty big and pretty

heavy.
c. John’s real Einstein.
d. He [baseball player Dennis Eckersley] has been the Zorro of his era, and is

never dull.
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b. The strongest power in Europe, Germany, is no longer a shackled Gulliver.
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d. I always thought her a mouse.
e. They say he’s a hard dog to keep under the porch, but he ain’t no thief.

f. Irvine has named and shamed the fat cat lawyers and law firms.
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e. If the beard were all, the goat might preach.

f. If the old dog bark, he gives counsel.

g. It is little honor to the lion to seize the mouse.
h

. It is the old cow’s notion that she never was a calf.
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—This fact argues against the standard theories.

—-Life has cheated me.
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—A problem that size demands resources to match.

—-A nick anywhere on the car would guarantee I lose my job.

—. . . reality reminded us that the next AHEB meeting was in question.

—It’s a fairly serious problem which requires prompt action.

-It was truly a scourge that had no respect for class or money or power or
education.

—~The result has seen a dramatic growth in such specific elements of tourism as
ecotourism, nature tourism, and special interest tourism.

—At first glance, the show’s popularity suggests that business is cool again.

—The other details in a breakdown of the suicide figures tell a sobering story given
continuing official pronouncements that the nation’s economy is finally getting
back on track.

—~This background already tells us something about Aristotle’s philosophical

project.

SRR
—. .. a car bomb destroyed a hotel where Israeli tourists are known to stay, killing
at least 11 people.
—His illness diminished his strength.

—His wife’s death drove him to despair.

—This new financial crisis may well dwarf most that have gone before.

—Illness is forcing him to slow down.

—His misfortune gained him sympathy.

—The bombing of the Australian Embassy handed Howard an opportunity to project
a tough antiterrorist stance, and highlight security from direct terrorist attack as an
electoral issue.

—~When I was a child, an accident left my mother paralyzed from the waist down.

—The need for villagers to control their own destinies has prompted a new plan.

—Inflation has robbed me of my savings.

—-I was immediately struck by the similarities between the two murders.
Q) 4= A4, 75

—Inflation is eating up our profits.

—China’s surging growth feeds an incessant appetite for U.S. technology.

—The increase in travel costs swallowed up our pay increase.
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—Inflation has given birth to a money-minded generation.
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—Before them lay a sky bruised with angry clouds.

—His growth has attracted considerable criticism and scepticism about its effects and
authenticity.

—-Above, the sky was brilliant, the stars clearly visible, the wonder of the galaxies
spread out, begging for study, for exploration.

—Blooming agapanthus and hibiscus conspire with white stucco walls, red-tile roofs
and royal blue skies to give this cosmopolitan village its distinctive charm.
—~When the weather cooperates, guests can sit outside in a garden packed with 100
different species of flowers.

—-Bad weather depresses me.

—Bright colors engage a baby’s attention.

—Such wilderness in the landscape excited feelings of terror within her which she
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had never felt before.

—The weather continues to frustrate the builder’s plans.

—The region is a true paradise to be enjoyed as nature intended.

—Her symptoms led her doctors to think she had a stroke.

—Fresh air can make you feel better.

—The party will be held outdoors, weather permitting.

—From the Atlantic to the Pacific, a warm, wet winter promises bumper crops of
pollen.

—The feathers of a goose put the newly-fallen snow to the blush.

—The brain often responds more readily to a question than to an answer.

—-Eyes speak all languages; wait for no letter of introduction.

—The dietary attractiveness of seafood has stoked demand.

-1 could hear the whisper of snowflakes, nudging each other as they fell.
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—The bright colors arrested the child’s attention.

—The climate of southern Florida attracts thousands of tourists each winter.

—The bright lights of Hollywood beckon many.

—Before them lay a sky bruised with angry clouds.

—The first rays of sunshine caught the tree tops.

—As the sun climbed higher in the sky the heat grew gradually more oppressive.

—A heavy fall of snow had disrupted the city’s transport system.

—The object escaped him in his search.

—-Freezing weather gripped /seized (over) the country.

—Downed trees on roads were hindering travel in some locations as well.
—Snow-burdened power lines and downed trees have interrupted service for tens of
thousands of customers of PEPCO.

—There’s a lick of pink skin jumping out over his collarbone.

—Bitter cold and heavy snowfalls continued to kill across central Europe.

—The year’s worst dust storm plagued much of Korea yesterday.

—The mix of contaminants poses a serious disease risk to those wading through the

filthy water on rescue and body-recovery missions.
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—The storm raged all night.
—The cold was startling, like a slap to the face.
—Snow snarled traffic in the southeast of the country and trapped many motorists in

their cars overnight.

—After a few false starts, spring seems to be here to stay.
—A light breeze stirred the leaves lying on the path.
—FHbo] Eo {AHIIG

—ylo] ofFoA ATE FHIT

“ol o BATE WAt Lot AR Igo] ey

Q) &4 A4 (=)
—A fire has been left to die in the fireplace, but the embers are still raw, spitting
up stray flames and red heat.
—-But once again, the Mayor has seemed able to bestir himself only when licked by
the flames of crisis.
—The whole building was swallowed up by the flames.
—Everything was swallowed up by the darkness.
=40 RS 4 glo] WA dES FAE ol A HEh
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—-A fire has been left to die in the fireplace, but the embers are still raw, spitting

up stray flames and red heat.
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(1) A4 Y]

—-His conduct admits of no excuse.

-Being quiet allows answers to surface.



g7t QAlste] 2ol 73

-My very presence will awe my students into being obedient and respectful of
authority.

—Her presence has brought us so much happiness.

—His success earned him respect and admiration.

—His rudeness fanned her irritation into anger.

—The white coat, serious demeanor, and sober tone of voice framed the man as a

doctor.

—The furor over that last perceived slight gives some indication of why the word

processor issue has fanned such passions.

—~The queen’s visit got me to thinking what ever happened to the Korean royal

family.

—Such a badly presented exhibition invites criticism.

—Abuse doesn’t know color, it doesn’t know race, it doesn’t know the neigh-

borhoods, or socio-economic rules.

—His rudeness made me really angry.

—Cruelty to animals offends many people.

—Jerry’s look said, I apologize for my father a million times over.

—. . .officials are hoping the Olympic Opening Ceremony will see the ground filled
to its capacity of 110,000.

—Recent events send chills into the hearts of investors and tourists.

—A potpourri of picnics, barbecues, hiking, ball games, sailing and surfing, fishing,

art shows and party festivities all shout "Celebration!" to those who choose to

participate.

—Actions speak louder than words.

—~The disorganized meeting suggested a lack of proper planning.

—Experience has taught them that there will always be food here, replenished every

day, so everywhere nuts and acorns go unburied.

@ 224 R @)
—-Learning and laughter go hand-in-hand, and always have.
—Her appearance is hurting her professionally.

—From San Francisco the 150-mile drive south leads visitors to High One, a dramatic

ribbon of road that hug central California’s precipitous coastline.
—A broad smile lit up her face.

—During the summer of 1937, the Paris Exhibition provided the opportunity for or-
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ganised tours of Paris for up to 700,000 provincials.

—The big match pulled in an enormous crowd.

—The women’s movement that began in the late 1960s raised the spectre of women’s
autonomy and access to power-a spectre that has in the interim acquired flesh and
blood.

—The first tour, scheduled for June 5-6 (Departure time 8:00 a.m.) takes tourists to

Namwon City and Posong-gun county, which is famous for its traditional Pansori
singers and natural surroundings.

—Combining live action and multimedia technology, this dynamic show takes you on
a whirlwind tour from the Big Bang to the very end of the universe.

—The event has thrown the universe into a fresh perspective.

~Agol 1 ejet

RGPt UFel AHY $85E s o

3) A= AN, F
—Suicide is the child of despair.

—Violence is the child of anger.

—The Michelson-Morley experiment gave birth to a new physical theory.
—Her disappearance gave rise to the wildest rumors.

1) 49 QA% §F
—The divorce was painfully public, feeding her dislike of the press.
—~The drinking and the guilt fed on each other.

—Campaigning swallows up a lot of time without guaranteeing success.

ghrof 9] ofjof A “dgof ut et e MR ARGEE S04 FdolnE AT 9
s TR & 4 Qlch. 3, “Ago] B ATk Agol 1F AT Fort B4
A Fgtch. o2 3 4 9= “An arbitrary protection of currency rate gives rise to huge
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—This elevator cannot carry more than twelve persons.

—. . . speed-of-light machines confined our minds to the space of a tiny screen and
left us lost in terms of the big picture.

—A heavy piece of machinery fell on him and crippled him for life.

-1 hope Mary’s new hi-fi won’t distract her from her studies.

—In fact, when we got lost looking for a restroom in a museum, a guard took us to
an elevator that got us to our destination.

—This bus will take you to the station.
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—He was the spark plug as well as the transmission of the machine.

—Seiji Ozawa was in rare form . . . he ran on 12 cylinders.

—-A powerful process is at work here, flying below your radar.

-~When Tom comes home, he wants to relax and unwind by quitely reading the

news.
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—-A tilt table accustoms his body to being upright.
-I’'m sure this delightful book will appeal to children of all ages.
—And I would not let stiff, expensive clothes or a backward-mounted reel deceive
me into thinking he had nothing to teach me.
—The new toy didn’t engage the child.

—That book engaged his attention for hours.

—The white coat, serious demeanor, and sober tone of voice framed the man as a

doctor.
—. . . he was greeted by two freshly painted beds.
—. . . clothing that invites leers and innuendo.
—The present didn’t please her as much as I’d expected.
—That overcoat should see me through the winter.
—Clothes can tell a lot about a person.

—Such formal dress might turn people off at meetings of artists or writers.
-y Algro] = gtk [4lEe] Wituh]
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—How much did the picture fetch?

—Is that tight shoe hurting you?

—Also Thursday, a roadside bomb injured three American troops near Fallujah.

—A shingle blown off a roof fell on a 68-year-old woman, Choi Ae-soon, in Posong,
South Cholla Province, killing her.

—Three powerful car bombs exploded across Iraq on Monday morning, killing at
least 26 people and wounding more than 100 others.

-Don’t let so slight a thing put you out.

—-A curtain does not stop sound.

—If you really want to convince them, dangling earrings and skirts or other feminine

clothing would undoubtedly sway the undecided.
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~Your perfume brought to mind the evening we spent in Monte Carlo this year.
—For me, the smell of coconut oil conjures up visions of palm trees waving in the
breeze.
—This drug helps depress high hormone levels.
—These herbs will inspire you to try out all sorts of exotic-flavored dishes!

—This medicine will make you feel better.

@ 24 R @)
—-A little meat will not do you a harm.
—This spray helps to ease nasal congestion.

—A fine dessert finished the meal.

-Pills for seasickness often induce drowsiness.

—White wine provided the perfect accompaniment to the meal.

—~The odor from cigarette butts and from a coffee can that had been used as a
spittoon sent Mary Lee hurrying to open the window in the back and reopen the
front door.

—The drugs stimulate the damaged tissue into repairing itself.

-Do we need all these drugs? A relative handful yank many people away from

almost certain death, like some antibiotics and AIDS medicines.

33.7 A9 93t

—Disappointment was beginning to eat a hole in his chest when she came out of the
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back of the house and hurried along behind the cabins.
—Hatred is the child of misunderstanding.
—His desire to do it blinded him to all the difficulties.

—Hatred dances in Taft’s eyes.

—Anger, fear and resentment set her heart hammering.

—Outrage over the cartoons, first published in a Danish newspaper in September and
reprinted in Europe more recently, has sparked demonstrations, economic boycotts

and the torching of Danish embassies in Lebanon and Syria.
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