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Cho, Hyun Yong, 2009. Study on Types of Borrowed Words Detived from Chinese
Characters. Linguistic Research 26(2), 85-99. This study examines borrowed words
from Chinese characters. The causes of borrowed words are compounding, synonym
duplication, grammarticalization, changes in phonemes and forms and a lack of
awareness of etymology. For instance, compounding of Chinese character words
with Korean and fusing of similar meanings of Korean words to Chinese characters
lead to less awareness and usage. Looking at those two instances from the compound
word category, they are both borrowed words. In grammarticalization, the changes
in meaning and function go together. Therefore, the actual root meanings weaken
in the process. Chinese characters are often used as dependent nouns in the Korean
language and, in that process, become borrowed words. Changes within phonemes
and forms also create problems to understand the etymology of the borrowed
words, not to mention the many vocabulary words too difficult to trace their
roots. In such instances, such words fall in the category of borrowed words. (Kyung
Hee University)
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