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Lee, Juhee. 2010. A Study of Phonological Features and Orthography in Computer
Mediated Language. Language Research 27(1), 1-18. With the development of
electronic communications, computer mediated communication is growing steadily
and it becomes the subject of language research which must be causing controversies.
In this paper, I shall focus on the internet mediated language and discuss the
various phenomena in the realm of phonetic notation. In section 2, previous studies
on a range of internet communication and its linguistic character will be examined.

In section 3, we shall examine the phonetic spelling of computer mediated
communication. Within a limited time and space, users are tried to convey a
lot of information. This tendency has been started from the initial PC communication
to many high-tech devices in current situation. The sound of numbers, symbols
and letters are used in various ways but not for the original meaning. This is
called as ‘rebus’” and this has been used for the communication within Egyptians.

In section 4, we shall investigate the phonological characteristics in this type
of language. For example, assimilation/ dissimilation and we also examine tendency
found umlauts phenomenon. This is a not a representation of typos, but
unconventional intention began to pursue for the young generation and shortly
spread to other generation as well. Glottalization phenomenon also frequently
found in computer mediated communication. Another example of the phenomenon
of asynchronous communication language is deletion and insertion. This pattern
was highly respecting the morphology (word formational rule). Moreover, the
addition of a consonant is used for the intention to convey the emotional impression
such as ‘cheerfulness’. (Kyung Hee University)

Key Words internet mediated language, assimilation, dissimilation, insertion,
deletion, orthography, phonological tendency
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